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ii. Maintain training and evaluation records to include the name of employee, the date 
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3. Approval has been obtained through the development of an Maintenance Operation 
Procedure (MOP) developed by the contractor, the CMU Project Manager, FMCS, and EHS.  
 

ii. Contact EHS via safety@andrew.cmu.edu any time that an incident or near miss involving a 
PIT occurs.  Supply near miss or incident investigation documentation and corrective action 
suggestions to EHS.  
 

5. Procurement of Powered Industrial Trucks 
a. Any time that a PIT is purchased new, it shall meet the requirements and approval of 

the current edition of ANSI B56.1-1969 and display a label stating the approval.  
 
6. Training and Certification: 

a. All PIT operators must successfully complete PIT training that consists of the following 
applicable topics: 
i. Operating instructions, warnings and precautions for the type of PIT the operator will be 

authorized to operate. 
ii. PIT controls and instrumentation: where they are located, what they do and how they work. 
iii. Engine or motor operation 
iv. Steering and maneuvering 
v. Visibility and restrictions 

vi. Fork and attachment 
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certified to provide the training.  OSHA identifies a certified instructor as someone who can 
demonstrate the ability to train and evaluate PIT operators through knowledge, training, 
experience, or a recognized degree, certificate, or professional standing.  Training operations 

mailto:safety@andrew.cmu.edu
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8. Fuel Handling and Storage: 

a. General Requirements 
i. No smoking is permitted while operating a PIT or within 25’ of fuel storage and dispensing 

areas. 
ii. An ABC-rated fire extinguisher shall be within 30’ of fuel storage and dispensing areas. 
iii.
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h. Smoking is prohibited in the battery charging area. 
i. Precautions shall be taken to prevent open flames, sparks or electric arcs in battery 

charging areas. 
j. Tools and other metallic objects shall be kept away from the top of uncovered 

batteries. 
   

10.  Lighting: 
a. Where general lighting is less than 2 lumens per square foot, auxiliary directional lighting shall 

be provided on the PIT. 
 

11.  Control of gasses and fumes: 
a. Gasoline, diesel fuel or LPG PITs shall not be operated indoors without prior EHS approval. 
b. Requests for the use of these PITs indoors will require a review to ensure that the PIT can 

safely be operated without the buildup of carbon monoxide or other fumes. 
c. Criteria for the control of carbon monoxide will include ensuring that carbon monoxide levels 

do not exceed 35 parts per million averaged over an 8-hour work shift, 200 parts per million 
over a 15-minute period, and 1,500 parts per million at any time. 

d. 
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13. Powered Industrial Truck Operations: 
a. PIT shall not be driven up to anyone who is between the PIT and any other fixed object. 
b. Any incident involving PIT, with or without injury, must be reported to EHS so that: a thorough 

investigation can be performed with the involved parties, root causes can be identified, and 
corrective actions can be put into place.  

c. When not in use, PITs shall not be left unattended in any housing building. 
d. No person shall be allowed to stand or pass under the elevated portion of any PIT, whether 

loaded or empty. 
e. Unauthorized personnel shall not ride on PIT. A safe place to ride shall be provided where 

riding is authorized.  
f. At no time shall any person place their arms or legs between the uprights of the mast or 

outside the running lines of the PIT.  
g. Load engaging means shall be fully lowered, controls shall be neutralized, power shall be shut 

off, and brakes set any time that a PIT is left unattended. 
h. 
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14.  Traveling: 

a. A safe distance of approximately three PIT lengths shall be maintained from the PIT and any 
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A-3.2. The longitudinal stability of a counterbalanced powered industrial PIT depends on the vehicle's 
moment and the load's moment. In other words, if the mathematical product of the load moment (the 
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Summary Table on Use of Power Industrial Trucks in Various Locations-Continued 

    1 2 1 2 1 2 

Division
s 
(nature 
of 
hazard
ous 
conditi
ons) 

None Above 
condition 
exists 
continuousl
y, 
intermittent
ly, or 
periodically 
under 
normal 
operating 
conditions 

Above 
condition 
may occur 
accibou
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Gasoline:                                   

Type G G**                                 

Type GS                 GS           GS   GS 

LP-Gas:                                   

Type LP LP**                                 


