Carnegie Mellon University
Housing and Dining services

PAINTING GUIDELINES

Housing Services and Student Life support common area painting projects as activities that build community
and enhance the living environment on campus. These projects are designed to improve the aesthetic
appearance of the area and must appeal to all potential customers (students, visitors, parents, summer groups,



Only walls may be painted. Wood-work, built-in or movable furniture, floors or flooring materials,
floor/carpet base molding, ceilings, windows, window casings or door frames, and fire safety equipment
may not be painted. Plates for wall electric outlets and light switches may be painted when they are
within the design.

Prior to painting, the furniture and floor must be covered with drop cloths. Plastic sheeting is preferred
when working around or on carpeting. Paint can seep through cloth drop cloths. Be careful not to track
spilled or spattered paint from the plastic sheeting to unprotected areas. If paint does get onto floor
materials, be sure to remove the paint immediately with warm water and an absorbent towel.

. No permanent room modifications may be made. No wallpaper, or any type of tape-up and/or adhesive
wall covering may be used.

Projectors are recommended for use with the painting of designs. Your RA should be able to help you
obtain this equipment.

You will be required to lay out/sketch the entire design in the intended space prior to beginning any
painting.

Paint should be stirred thoroughly at the start and occasionally during the painting operation. Use
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