
introductory script is written in a way that can be easily understood when either read to or 
presented to the participant. It should be brief but informative.  The following topics must be addressed: 

1. The term “research” must be included. 
 This term is preferred over “experiment.” 

2. A description of the study.  
The description should give the participant an overview of the research including what 
the participant  will be asked to do, how long it will take, where it will take place, etc. 

3. Risks and benefits should be mentioned and to the extent to which any are expected. 
If no risks are expected that can be plainly stated as well as any possible benefits.  Note 
that payments are not considered a benefit to participation. Payments are 
compensation for time and effort. 

4. Indicate what compensation, if any, will be provided. 
 The payment can take the form of cash, gift cards, course credit, candy bar, etc. 

5. Explain how confidentiality of all information provided will be protected. 
 If data is collected anonymously that should be stated, if not, a general statement 


