
Carnegie Mellon University Graduate Student Assembly Legislative Platform
Last ratified: April 7, 2021
In this document, “GSA” refers to the Carnegie Mellon University Graduate Student Assembly.

Students’ Rights

Basic Needs and Transportation
GSA strongly supports:

1. City sponsored infrastructure and regulations that improve safety conditions for bikers in
the city of Pittsburgh.

2. Improved and alternative methods of recourse for students against maltreatment by
landlords.

3. Measures that upzone and densify the City of Pittsburgh, including abolishing
exclusionary single family zoning and increasing affordability.

4. Measures that eliminate discriminatory housing practices in the City of Pittsburgh,
including maximum occupancy restrictions that allow only 3 unrelated people to occupy a
single family house regardless of its size or number of bedrooms.

5. Measures that will improve water and air quality and mitigate the effects of climate
change in Pittsburgh.

6. Measures that will increase funding for public transit across Pennsylvania.
7. Upholding the principles and provisions of the Comprehensive Transportation Funding

Plan or Act 89 of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
8. Legislation that will help to eliminate the problem of food insecurity on college campuses

while positively impacting graduate students.
9. Access to affordable and comprehensive health care for all graduate students and their

dependents, including international students.
10. Measures that ease access to healthcare, and in particular, mental health care.
11. Measures that track and improve mentorship practices and workplace environment while

strongly discouraging abusive advising practices.
12. Measures that ease REAL ID access in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
13. Measures that improve equitable public safety on campus and in surrounding

communities.

Civil Rights
GSA strongly supports:

14. Measures upholding the Fourth Amendment rights of immigrants within the city of
Pittsburgh, i.e. to become a “Sanctuary” city.

15. The right of graduate student employees to unionize.
16. Measures that will ease access to voting for students.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20210311234726/https://www.nafsa.org/_/file/_/amresource/DOScable_20050928.htm
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048733319301982


32. Blanket bans on international student entry based on their country of origin, religion,
and/or field of study.

33. Any policies that restrict the Optional Practical Training (OPT) Program.
34. Any actions that would result in the deportation or detention of students, including

undocumented students, or would limit the future admission of undocumented students.
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